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A MYSTERIOUS FACULTY
SUCCESSFUL pioneering in art, science, engineer-
ing and in other branches of human activity usually
includes one or both of the following factors: discovery
and creation; the latter, in the technical field, may be
called invention. As an example of the first we may
mention the discovery of the law of gravitation by
Newton, or the discovery7 of America by Columbus, or
similar cases where the object or law existed in the
material universe, but became known or explained to
mankind as a result of the work of some individual.
By creation, we may mean such work as a painting by
Raphael or a Rachmaninoff symphony, or the steam-
ship of Robert Fulton. According to extreme material-
istic conceptions, such discoveries or creations may
merely be the result of a cut and try process, repeated
a sufficient number of times. The argument is familiar*
The whole universe, as well as every atom on earth,
is in constant motion. While this has gone on for
trillions of years in the universe and for thousands of
millions of years on the earth, there have been innumer-
able opportunities for particles to form various com-
binations in matter. A happy combination in the living
matter, such as an individual being who has greater
strength, or better eyesight, or better intelligence, has
a greater chance to survive and reproduce, and as a